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NOTES FROM PASTOR ALEX
INNOVATION UNDER THE OAKS
by Alex Joyner

Beneath towering trees, hard by an open field and a seaside pine 
forest, you’ll find Oak Grove United Methodist Church, one of the 
churches I worked with on Virginia’s Eastern Shore. This isolated 
and unassuming church had the distinction of having the oldest 
continuous Sunday School in the country, dating back to the days of 
the circuit riding preachers of the post-Revolutionary era.

It may be hard to believe now, but Sunday School was an innovation 
back then and the early Methodists were pioneers in the use of this 
method of Christian formation. Today we talk about small groups, 
prayer circles, book studies, and many other means of gathering to 
grow in faith, but Sunday School classes remain important to many people.

As I am learning about First United Methodist Church during my 
initial month here, I am hearing a longing for a deepening of our 
connection and a desire for more engagement in spiritual growth 
and understanding. We want it for ourselves and for our youth and 
children. And we see that there are huge challenges to drawing 
people together for this.

Sunday School is going to continue to play a role in Christian 
formation. We are also going to see new methods grow up as well—
online, in-person, and in action in the community. Formation will be 
one of our biggest challenges but it’s also one of our most important 
callings, going right back to the Great Commission in which Jesus 
says to baptize and teach new disciples (Matthew 28:19-20).

First Church already has some great small groups and Sunday School 
class meetings. You’ll read about some of them in this newsletter. 
But there’s the potential for more. Who knows? You may be the 
innovator this time. If you’ve got an idea for a small group, talk with 
Carolyn McGee, our Spiritual Life Coordinator.

A NEW

WELCOME TO ALEX AND SUZANNE 
JOYNER! WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!

FUMC New Pastor, Alex Joyner and wife Suzanne

First Sunday in the pulpit for new Pastor, Alex Joyner
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AUGUST READINGS AND 
WORSHIP THEMES
AUGUST 1, 2021 - COMMUNION
(Re)Encounter - Tenth Sunday  
after Pentecost
“Encountering Christ in Others”
Colossians 3:12-17
John 13:31-34 

AUGUST 8, 2021
(Re)Encounter - Eleventh Sunday  
after Pentecost
“Seasoned with Salt:  
Cleaning Up Colossians”
Colossians 4:2-6
John 19:25b-27

AUGUST 15, 2021
That We May Be Called the Children of God 
- Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
“Love is a Child”
1 John 3:1-11

AUGUST 22, 2021 -  
BAPTISM OF OLIVER DORRIS
That We May Be Called the Children of God 
- Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
“Baptism is for Children  
(And You Can Be One Too)”
Galatians 3:23-4:7 
Isaiah 9:6-7 

AUGUST 29, 2021
That We May Be Called the Children of God 
- Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
“Free Range Children (Life in the Spirit)”
Romans 8:14-27

t
To be a Christian without prayer 
is no more possible than to be 

alive without breathing.
 ~ Martin Luther 

Prayer Cards are back in the pews and 
placed throughout the church. Please 
take the opportunity to fill one out with 
a prayer or praise that you would like 
the prayer team to know about. FUMC 
is a praying family of faith and takes 
the charge to pray for each other, our 
community, our nation, and the world 
very seriously. The cards can be placed 
in the offering baskets, handed to staff, 
or emailed/called in to carolynmcgee@
cvillefirstumc.org / 434-296-6193.

t

THAT WE MAY BE CALLED THE  
CHILDREN OF GOD
Beginning August 15, we will begin a six-week series 
in worship focused on the theme of “the children 
of God.” This was one of the phrases Jesus used to 
describe those who had discovered life as one of his 
followers. It’s also a good reminder of how children have always been 
a model for a Christ-like life. 

At a time when so many children and youth are dealing with the 
effects of the pandemic and when we are reassessing how education 
and development programs can best serve them, this series will help 
us lift up our connection to the children in our church and in our lives. 
We will be highlighting children’s art and opportunities to connect 
with children’s ministries like our First United Methodist Preschool 
program. Hope to see you there.

t
PASTOR ALEX’S BOOK STUDY
Pastor Alex will be offering periodic book studies 
online. The initial study will be using the book Being the 
Church in a Post-Pandemic World by Kay Kotan. You 
can order the book by clicking on the link or by letting 
the church office know that you would like a copy that 
can either be donated to the church library or kept at 
the end of the study. The study will be on Thursday evenings at 7 PM 
beginning August 5. To register, contact the church office or email  
office@cvillefirstumc.org.

t
“ONE THING” MINISTRY
As we are now becoming re-acquainted with each other and are a “One 
Pastor”, “One Service” Church, let’s re-ignite our “One Thing” Ministry! 

In the past we were collecting various items (just one at a time) 
for different organizations and members of our community and 
neighboring countries, e.g., Haiti and Belize. Items ranged from 
camping supplies, coats & jackets, laundry detergent, peanut butter, 
children’s shoes/clothing, and personal care items. Through partnering 
with other churches and already stable charity organizations, our gifts 
have had a tremendous impact on how ministry is accomplished not 
only in Charlottesville but around the world. Please keep an eye on 
our weekly “Wednesday Blast” email, the “Next Step” announcements 
in service, and the church bulletin for monthly opportunities to 
participate in this vital ministry. For the month of August we will 
be collecting peanut butter for Loaves and Fishes. In September 
you are welcomed to bring in masks for Haiti in preparation of an 
October trip to the medical clinic. There will be tubs placed around 
the church for your generous donations. Thank you in advance! 
Questions or suggestions for future collections? Be in touch with 
carolynmcgee@cvillefirstumc.org.
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GET TO KNOW THE POSEYS!
Joe and DeAnn Posey moved to Charlottesville from Yorktown, Virginia 
to be closer to their grandchildren, Joe, Ian, and Helen Click. 

Joe was born and raised in 
Jackson, MS. He attended 
Georgia Tech for a degree in 
Engineering Mechanics and 
earned a PhD in Mechanical 
Engineering from MIT. Joe 
worked for the US Navy in 
underwater acoustics and 
NASA in aircraft noise research. 

DeAnn was born in St. Louis 
MO, and grew up in Cincinnati 
and Northern Ky. She received 

a degree in Biology from Villa Madonna College, an MS in Anatomy 
(Research) from St. Louis University and an M Ed in Speech Pathology 
from UVA. DeAnn has worked at the VA, in Home Health, and for 
Newport News Public Schools. 

They met through DeAnn’s roommate, Joe’s sister, and were married at 
Graham Chapel at Washington University. 

Since moving to Charlottesville in March of 2018 they have joined First 
United Methodist. Joe is facilitating the Creation Justice team at FUMC. 
They continue to practice yoga! Joe plays trumpet in the First Wind 
band and DeAnn has taken up tap dancing and ballet. 

(Editor’s note) If you see DeAnn and Joe around and can get them slow 
down, say hello! Get to know them! You will be blessed!

t
CREATION JUSTICE MINISTRY INFORMATION
What are we, as United Methodists, called to do to care for creation 
and do justice with our neighbors?  The Creation Justice Ministry Team 
plans to look at science and determine what we at First Church can do 
to help our Mother Earth heal.

The United Methodist Church possesses a rich tradition of statements, 
writings, and resolutions affirming the vocation of all Christians to live 
in healthy, charitable, and just relationship with the whole of creation. 
Increasing numbers of United Methodists are responding to this call by 
taking action for ecological healing and environmental justice within 
local churches and communities, through our connectional system, and 
in partnership with ecumenical, interfaith, and public environmental 
movements.

The interconnected crises of rising CO2 emissions, climate chaos, 
biodiversity collapse, land, water, and air pollution, and multiple forms 
of social inequity, including especially systemic racism, economic 
injustice, and intergenerational violence, require widespread change 
at every level of personal, social, cultural, economic, (cont. page 4)  

LET’S GET TO KNOW 
EACH OTHER!
Great job, church, on 
wearing nametags to 
assist our new Pastor’s 
family in getting to 
know us. Let’s move now to all of us 
wearing more permanent name tags to 
hopefully be more welcoming to visitors 
and each other! You might already 
have one and if you do, remember to 
wear it! If you don’t, please contact 
carolynmcgee@cvillefirstumc.org and 
one will be waiting for 
you the next Sunday 
morning!

t
CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR OWN MAYA WINTERHOFF! 

(from The Daily Progress, 7.11.21)
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MEMBER DEVOTION 
ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
by Paige Lindblom

“All your children will be 
taught by the Lord, and 
great will be their peace.”

Isaiah 54:13

The Covid pandemic has been hard on all 
of us but seeing businesses reopen and 
people out and about offers a glimmer 
of hope.  Life is getting back to normal.  
But for children, the pandemic is far from 
over.  With news that a vaccine won’t be 
available for young children for another 
4-6 months, they are encouraged to 
continue wearing masks and parents will 
need to remain vigilant.  

It doesn’t seem fair.  For the past year, 
children have been forced out of routines 
and kept away from friends and extended 
family.  Many have experienced a full year 
of online learning (not easy), as well as the 
absence of beloved sports and other fun 
activities.  When students finally came 
back to school in person, they had to wear 
masks and stay 6 feet apart from one 
another. Some have experienced food 
and housing insecurity as well as mental 
health issues in the adults who care for 
them.  

Luckily, children can remain resilient 
within the face of adversity, largely due 
to the protective factors that caring 
adults can provide.  Sensitive, responsive 
caregiving, meeting basic needs such as 
food and housing, providing emotional 
support and remaining connected to 
community and friends are all protective 
factors that guard children from toxic stress. 

And the good news: Our church is a 
protective factor and YOU are a part of 
that. Let’s welcome our children back 
with open arms and provide them with 
what they need.  It’s as easy as saying, 
“I’m so glad to see you this morning. You 
are such an important part of our church!” 
(cont. pg 5)

(“Creation Justice Ministry” cont. from page 3) and 
political life today. The United Methodist Creation 
Justice Movement has emerged in this kairos time 
of urgency, crisis, and opportunity to join our many 
faithful responses together through the power of 
collective, connectional action.

Won’t you join us in this important ministry?  Contact Joe Posey, 
jwposey@me.com, or Cindy Poots Remington, mspoots@gmail.com, 
for more information.

t
CREATION CARE TIP:  USE REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES -  A 

YEAR’S SUPPLY OF BOTTLED WATER COSTS $1800, BUT TAP 
WATER WOULD ONLY COST 49 CENTS!!

t

Bread and Blessing (Soup Kitchen) is returning to First UMC! We 
hope to be back up and running in August. Volunteers are needed 
on the third and fourth Mondays of each month from 10am to 1pm. 
Duties include preparing bagged lunches, handing out lunches to 
guest outside, and cleaning up afterwards. 

We are also seeking people to be leads for the same Mondays. 
Leads would be in charge of organizing their days and overseeing 
volunteers. When things return to normal, leads could also plan 
meals and shop. 

For more information, please contact Christina Rizzo at  
Christina.rizzo1@outlook.com.

t
JOIN US FOR THE RE-LAUNCH OF CHOIR!
As we reopen and move to one worship service, we will also move 
to one choir! It’s an exciting time as we anticipate vocal praise as a 
community! The first two rehearsals on August 31 and September 7 
at 6:15pm will be a time of planning, prayer, fellowship, and of course 
singing! Please consider this opportunity to be a part of creating 
a wonderful worship opportunity for all. No audition required! 
Questions? kevinwhite@cvillefirstumc.org.

t
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CONGRATULATIONS!
RACHEL BARKER AWARDED $2,000 TASSELL 
SCHOLARSHIP!

The Tassell Scholarship is awarded on the basis of 
leadership excellence and achievement in a scouting 
youth program (Boy Scouts, Scouting BSA, Venturing 
BSA, Girl Scouts, or Camp Fire). It is a one-time award to selected high 
school seniors to help pay for their college expenses. The scholarship is 
only available to youth who are also members of First United Methodist 
Church (FUMC), Charlottesville, Virginia, and have been active in one of 
the scouting programs. Awards vary up to a maximum of $2,000 and 
are determined by a local Church committee. The Tassell Scholarship 
Fund was established in memory of Patrick Wayne Tassell, an Eagle 
Scout in Troop 36 at FUMC and a member of the church. 

The recipient of the award, 
Rachel Barker, has been active 
since 2009 in Girl Scout Troop 
328, which meets in FUMC. 
She has been a leader in her 
troop and a Delegate to the 
Girl Scouts of Virginia Skyline 
Council Annual Meeting. She 

has been recognized with the Triumph Award by the Skyline Council, 
the pinnacle of Girl Scout achievement, while being recognized for 
earning the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards. 

Rachel has also been very active in the FUMC Youth Group for many 
years. She was Youth Representative to FUMC Church Council and 
Ministry Council for multiple terms. She has worked in various capacities 
as a volunteer in the University of Virginia Health System. More recently, 
she interned as a Young Scholar in the UVA School of Engineering and 
Applied Science. She is skilled in Website design, multiple general and 
technical software applications, writing, and public speaking. She has 
been in the Albemarle High School Wind Ensemble since 2015 and 
was District Band 1st Chair French Horn in 2021. In high school, she 
was founder and president of the Harry Potter Club. She has been tap-
dancing for 12 years and plans to continue this activity, as well as playing 
French horn in the band, in college in her “free time”.

Rachel is a 2021 graduate of Albemarle High School with a grade point 
average (GPA) of 4.7. In the fall, she will attend Case Western Reserve 
University, in Cleveland, Ohio, where she plans to major in Biomedical 
Engineering. 

WOW! CONGRATUALATIONS, RACHEL! WELL-DESERVED!

t

(“Member Devotion” cont. from pg 4)

As we move slowly towards normalcy, let 
us remember that we play a role in the 
lives of the children in our congregation 
and community.  On Sunday mornings 
or during the week at First United 
Methodist Preschool, let us embrace 
and support all children who enter our 
building.  

Prayer: Dear Father, We pray for 
the emotional, physical and spiritual 
protection of the children in our church 
and community. We thank you for the 
privilege of caring for them.  Help us 
to respond to their needs and provide 
a loving and protective environment 
within our church.  Amen.

t

FIRST UNITED METHODIST  
PRE-SCHOOL (FUMP)  
RE-OPENS!
Under the capable leadership of new 
Director Kristen Breslin, our sweet Pre-
School will open after a year of closure 
due to COVID. School starts the second 
week of September, so begin now to 
pray for our little students, their families, 
the teachers, and ways for this church 
to support and grow this beautiful, lively 
ministry! An Amazon wish list will be in 
the Wednesday Blast if you would like to 
purchase items for use in the classrooms. 
Donations are always welcomed to 
support scholarships and classroom 
endeavors. Please notate “FUMP” in the 
memo line of your check.

t

FINANCIAL BOX SCORE  
Year to date through June: 
Total Income:   $300,372.82
Total Expenses:  $283,985.49
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RUN/WALK FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
Saturday, August 21 you are invited to run or walk a 5K 
route for All God’s Children Camp. This is a virtual race, 
but we will be gathering for a walk around downtown 
at the church. More details to come. You can find out 
more and register at https://vaumc.org/agcc.  

As a ministry of the Virginia Annual 
Conference, All God’s Children Camp is a 
week long overnight camp for children 
ages 7 to 12, with an incarcerated 
parent.  Campers have an opportunity 
to participate in all the physical activities 

the camp has to offer such as boating, swimming, hiking, archery, 
music, crafts, Bible study, along with a conflict resolution/self esteem 
building class.  AGCC is built on the basis of a one to one mentoring 
program where campers have an adult who walks alongside them for 
the week cheering them on, building them up and encouraging them 
daily.  Partnering with Virginia United Methodist camps and other ACA 
camps across the state, All God’s Children Camp provides a week of 
sanctuary for children who face so many challenges in their lives such 
as economic poverty, temporary living conditions, loneliness, low self 
esteem, violence and drugs along with while working to break the cycle 
of incarceration.  All God’s Children Camp is a place where children learn 
they are fearfully and wonderfully made in the image of God and they 
are truly ‘somebody’!

t 
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT NEWS!
We are back to worship…..we are slowing returning to life pre-COVID…..
our lives are beginning to seem “normal” again and It feels good, but 
let’s not forget the children! Volunteers are needed to reenergize and 
reinvent our Sunday School, Children’s Church, and Children’s Choir 
programs for the smallest members of FUMC. Please study and pray 
about how God might be nudging you to become involved in this lively 
and enthusiastic ministry of our church. Your commitment doesn’t 
need to be every week. Lesson materials and plans will be provided. 
Let’s get our children’s programs up and running! PLEASE contact 
carolynmcgee@cvillefirstumc.org. 

t
CALLING ALL YOUNG ARTISTS!
Pastor Alex’s sermon series in August is entitled, “That We May be Called 
the Children of God.” Let us celebrate the creativity of our children and 
youth by exhibiting and highlighting their art in our church gallery! Bring 
in some art (all mediums) created by your children, age Preschool through 
High School. Please have the art simply framed and ready to hang. Art 
should be submitted by August 8th. Please direct all questions to  
carolynmcgee@cvillefirstumc.org.

t

YOUTH GROUP IN FULL  
SUMMER SWING
The FUMC Youth Group is in full summer 
swing, offering weekly opportunities 
for kids in grades 7-12.  Weekly Sunday 
School meetings are occurring on-site 
every week except the first week each 
month in the youth room.  In addition, 
kids can attend a weekly Zoom Bible 
study each Tuesday evening (we are 
studying the book of James).  The fun 
and growth is not limited to studies and 
meetings, as the youth of FUMC are 
out and around Charlottesville!  Each 
summer month, there is an activity 
planned (July- bowling, August- putt-
putt) and the youth and leaders meet 
the last Sunday of each month in Pen 
Park for food, games, and fellowship.  
We are gearing up for our Fall Kick-
Off Sunday on September 12th for a 
family cookout and pool party.  Full Fall 
schedule will be made public in the 
next few weeks!  Questions?  Contact 
our Youth Coordinator, Dave Breslin 
(davebreslin@cvillefirstumc.org).  

YOUTH GROUP (GRADES 7-12)  
SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST:

3- Zoom Bible Study, 7-7:45 pm 
8- Sunday School, 10:00-10:55 
10- Zoom Bible Study, 7-7:45 pm 
15- Sunday School, 10:00-10:55 
17- Zoom Bible Study, 7-7:45 pm 
18- Youth Group Summer Activity       
      Series: Putt-Putt, 2:00-3:30 
22- Sunday School, 10:00-10:55 
24- Zoom Bible Study, 7-7:45 pm 
29- Sunday School, 10:00-10:55 
      Pen Park Fellowship Night, 6:00-7:30 
31- Zoom Bible Study, 7-7:45 pm

t
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